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1819 - The Brothers established a school in
St. Genevieve, Missouri, which operated
until 1822. With the opening of the school,
St. Genevieve Academy became the first
school operated by the Christian Brothers
in the United States. Since Bishop DuBourg
had promised not to separate the three
Brothers, Brother Fulgence and Brother
Aubin soon joined Brother Antonin at the
Academy. The bishop had assured the
Superior General of the Christian Brothers
that the three would be kept together so
they were able to observe a community life.

1837 - Brother Aidant and three other
Brothers arrived in Montreal from France
and established the first permanent
foundation of the Institute in North
America.

1842 - John McMullin of Baltimore,
Maryland, entered the Montreal Novitiate
and took the name Francis to become the
first American De La Salle Brother.

1845 - Brother Francis was a young man
with strong faith but frail health. In 1845,
he was but 17 years of age when he
returned from the Christian Brothers’
novitiate in Montreal to his hometown of
Baltimore. Brother Francis and Brother
Edward Whitty, began classes for a
hundred or so students in the school that
would become Calvert Hall College. Sadly,
young Brother Francis would die only
three years later, but his legacy as the first
American Brother and the founder of this
country’s oldest Lasallian school endures.

1848 - Four Christian brothers journeyed
to New York from France, and within two
months they established St. Vincent’s
Parochial School on Canal Street.

St. Vincent’s relocated to Second Street
in 1856, and in 1887 changed its name
to La Salle Academy, which stands today.

1865 - With the creation of the District of
New Orleans in 1865, the Christian
Brothers expanded into other cities such
as Baton Rouge in Louisiana, Pass Christian
in Mississippi and Brownsville in Texas.

1868 - The District of
San Francisco is
founded. On July 16,
1868, four Brothers
boarded the Ocean
Queen in New York.
Of these, only one
was a born American; the others were
immigrants from Ireland, Germany and
Switzerland. Late in the evening of August
10, they sailed into San Francisco Bay.

The very next day, they made the five mile
journey along Old Mission Road to the
grounds of Saint Mary’s College, where
Brother Justin accepted the keys and the
responsibility for the school. Brother Justin
became the first Visitor of the District of
San Francisco.

1882 - Christian Brothers Winery started
operations. During the depression of 1929,
the winery was nearly lost, but it slowly
and painfully pulled itself out of debt. By
the 1940s and early 1950s, the steadily
growing success of the winery helped to
restore solvency to the District of San
Francisco. In 1957, the winery was
separately incorporated as Mont La Salle
Vineyards, a commercial, tax-paying entity.
The royalties from winery profits were
used to support the De La Salle Institute’s
educational works, communities and
Novitiate. The operation and rights to the
name were sold to Heublein, Inc., in 1989.

1888 - John Baptist de La Salle was beatified. 1900 - John Baptist de La Salle was canonized.
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North American Region
Regional Statistics (2013 - 2014)
2009 - 2013 - » 4 Districts - As of July, 2014

» 2 Countries

» 107 Schools / Ministries

» 100,894 People Served

» 71,983 Students Served

» 722 Christian Brothers

» 12,199 Ministry Employees




